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Foreword

The organisation of an exchange takes several months and the student is supposed to 
play an active role.

The International Relations service team will assist you in the organisation of your 
study abroad period.

Office 202 Consulting hours
walk-ins Mondays and Thursdays 09:30-11:30 or 
by appointment

e-mail: relint@usi.ch
Website: www.usi.ch/relint
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Sources of information \ 1

Study Abroad Guide
Contains all necessary information for the organization of a study abroad period, as 
well as the answers to most of your questions and doubts.

https://www.desk.usi.ch/sites/default/files/storage/attachments/relint-study-abroad-
guide.pdf

https://www.desk.usi.ch/sites/default/files/storage/attachments/relint-study-abroad-guide.pdf
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Sources of information \ 2

Website (English and Italian versions)
https://www.usi.ch/en/mobility-information-usi-students

https://www.usi.ch/en/mobility-information-usi-students
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Sources of information \ 3

Long Night of Careers
Attend our session, and let yourself be inspired by the testimonials of former USI 
students who have boarded one of USI's mobility programmes during their studies.

Date: Thursday, 14 November  / 21:00, A33, Red Building



7

Sources of information \ 3

International Fair
Many of USI partner universities are represented by current incoming students, who will 
provide first-hand information about their home university and home country.

Date: Monday, 18 November / 12:00 - 14:00, Aula Magna Foyer 



8

Sources of information \ 4

Websites and factsheets of partner universities:
https://www.usi.ch/en/partner-universities-academic-mobility

Links to 
factsheets

https://www.usi.ch/en/partner-universities-academic-mobility
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Sources of information \ 4
Websites and fact sheets of partner universities
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Sources of information \ 5

Experience reports written by former USI exchange students: 

https://www.usi.ch/en/end-study-reports

https://www.usi.ch/en/end-study-reports
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Sources of information \ 5

Experience reports written by former USI exchange students: 
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Typology of study abroad programmes \ 1

• Swiss mobility: an agreement between Swiss Universities assures the mutual
recognition of the study plan, exams, and semester of the student involved in the 
Swiss Mobility Programme (see p. 8 of the Study Abroad Guide)

• Swiss-European Mobility Programme (SEMP): allows higher education students
to carry out a period of study at another partner university in Europe (see p. 9 of the 
Study Abroad Guide)

• International Exchange programme: USI has bilateral agreements with 
prestigious universities outside Europe, namely in Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Japan, Russia, Singapore and the US. (see p. 10 of the Study Abroad Guide)

• Freemover programme: university that has no bilateral agreement with USI (fee-
paying programme) (see p. 11 of the Study Abroad Guide)

• Summer Schools: regularly promoted at: https://www.usi.ch/en/mobility-billboard

https://www.usi.ch/en/mobility-billboard
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Typology of study abroad programmes \ 2

• Intercultural Communication and Economics ICE
Description Specialization for Bachelor Students in ECO Management or COM

International Study abroad for a semester (Fall) at Hanken School of Economics in Helsinki, Finland.

Intercultural Learn in English with students from all over the world.

World Challenges Explore societal impact of economic activity and economic impact of societal change

Study Abroad • Certificate from Hanken
• Recognition for courses 

from USI
• SEMP student status

with scholarship

Application due 31 January 2020

Contact wcp@usi.ch
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Typology of study abroad programmes \ 3

• Tackling World Challenges
Description Spring 2020 | Master/PhD elective course open to all faculties | 6 ECTS

Key takeaways • Travel to Stockholm for the kick-off meeting in February, paid by WCP
• Professional style training in working in virtual teams with students from Stockholm School 

of Economics and Hanken School of Economics
• Working with an international corporate partner
• An international experience for your CV, without actually going away for the term

Application due 29 November 2019

Contact wcp@usi.ch

Information https://www.usi.ch/en/wcp

https://www.usi.ch/en/wcp
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Internal application procedure \ 1

Fill in the internal application form available at 
https://content.usi.ch/sites/default/files/storage/attachments/relint/relint-exchange-form-
outgoing.pdf

With your application you must submit the following documents:

• Most recent transcript (available in Italian and/or English under “Grade consultation” 
at: www.esami.lu.usi.ch);

• Photocopy of language certificates; 
• Signed learning agreement;
• Motivation letter in the language in which you will study.

Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted.

Deadline: 23 February 2020

https://content.usi.ch/sites/default/files/storage/attachments/relint/relint-exchange-form-outgoing.pdf
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Internal application procedure \ 2
Language of instruction
In countries where the national language is less widely used (for example Denmark, 
Czech Republic, Poland, The Netherlands), courses for exchange students are 
normally offered in English; 

In countries where a widely used language is spoken (for example France, Spain, 
Germany, Italy), the choice of courses in the national language is usually broader than 
the choice of courses taught in English

It is the student’s responsibility to verify if a specific language certificate is necessary. 

In any case, we ask for evidence of language proficiency because it is one of the 
internal selection criteria.

Test results must be available by the deadline of the internal application.
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Internal application procedure \ 3
How to complete the Learning agreement

• Faculty of Economics: Study abroad programme proposal 
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Internal application procedure \ 3
How to complete the Learning agreement

• Faculty of Communication Sciences and Faculty of Informatics: Learning agreement
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Internal application procedure \ 4
How to complete the Learning agreement

1. Browse through the course catalogue of the host university and choose the courses you wish to 
attend. The courses need to comply with the agreement. Information is available on the Study 
Abroad Guide, and on our website (list of partner Universities). 

2. Complete the Study Plan / Learning Agreement in all its parts and submit it (together with the 
course descriptions) for approval and signature to: 

a) Bachelor students
Director of studies (Dr. Beretta-ECO, Dr. Giacomelli-COM, Ms. Larghi-INF)

b) Master students
Master programme director (+ Ms. Kruesi for Master in Management, Master in Marketing and 
Transformative Economy or Master in Corporate Communication only)                                            

IMPORTANT:
Acceptance to the courses is not guaranteed until arrival at the host university and is subject to 
availability, pre-requisites and bidding system. Be ready to change your study plan!  

Any change in the Study Program / Learning Agreement must be approved at USI no later 
than one month after the beginning of the semester abroad. The updated plan has to be sent to 
the International Relations Office to ensure recognition in the student’s degree for the courses 
successfully completed abroad. 
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Selection

The selection process takes place once a year in March for both Autumn and Spring
semesters. There is the possibility to apply (only for the forthcoming Spring semester)
by the 25 September without any guarantee that there will still be places available.

You can apply for two (even three) destinations in order of priority (mobility types can
be mixed and the study plan and the motivation letter must be prepared for each
destination).

Selection criteria are based on the transcript of records (weighted average) and the 
language certificate.

Students will be informed by e-mail by end of March.
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Registration at host university

All selected students will be officially nominated to the partner university by the 
International Relations Service. 

Nominated students will then be contacted by the coordinator of the host university with
all the details related to the exchange. 

It’s the student’s responsibility to follow all instructions and meet all deadlines of the 
host university. 

Most universities organise mandatory orientation programmes for guest students prior
to the beginning of the semester: check the dates (it can be that the retake exam 
session at USI in September will not be possible)
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Nominated students
Mandatory workshop “The benefits of culture shock”

To be better prepared to face a period in a new country and culture, acquire or 
strengthen their intercultural knowledge and skills, nominated students are required to 
attend a 2-hour workshop on the benefits of culture shock. The workshop revolves 
around theoretical concepts related to the meaning of culture, the stages of culture 
adaptation, how culture shapes our behaviour, our sense of community and helps us 
define our position in a given system. 

The date and time of the workshop will be communicated to nominated students by 
mid-March, after the international selection is completed. 

The invitation to the workshop will be extended to all USI students. 
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To sum up

Until 17 
February

• Collect information about the different mobility options and destinations
• Consult the relevant documents (websites, factsheets)
• Prepare the internal application dossier

23 
February

• Submit the application dossier by 23 February 2020

Mid-March
• Selection and assignment of destinations by the International Relations Service

April/May
• Nomination to the partner universities by the International Relations Service

April/May

• Mandatory workshop for nominated students
«The benefits of culture shock»

May/June
• Submit the application to the host university respecting requirements and deadlines
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Mobility in a nutshell…

… Financial aspects: what happens to tuition fees payment when you are on a study  
abroad semester? 
During your time away (one, maximum two semesters), your fee is reduced by half. (A 
further discount is possible with freemover status, as that may entail higher costs).
The SEMP programme entitles students to receive a grant of CHF 1600 per semester.

… Whichever route you decide to take -- Switzerland, Europe, extra-European country 
-- consult the International Relations and Study Abroad Service for the administrative 
procedure and your departmental coordinator for the choice of the courses. 

… Please consult the faculty’s regulation for specific admission criteria. 

Next Events:
… Long Night of Careers: on 14 November, from 21:00, A33, Red Building
… International Fair: on 18 November from 12:00 until 14:00, Aula Magna Foyer

... Personal meetings with the staff of the International Relations Service scheduled 
from November on.
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Scholarships for international internships 
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Internship abroad? Why?

• An internship abroad offers a definitive plus in the job market

• You start thinking «global»,  in line with companies

• You get to know a different professional organization and culture

• You interact in a multi-cultural team 

• You establish a new network of contacts

• You acquire different skills

• You improve self-confidence and flexibility 

• You improve the knowledge of another language 
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Internship abroad? How?

How to find an internship abroad 
• Search the Web and see the useful links on our site
• Contact the Chamber of Commerce of your nationality in your target country. 
• Apply with branches or subsidiaries of international companies located in your 

home country
• Visit internet sites of embassies in the country of your interest

Internship agreement/Convenzione di stage
In some European countries the law requires that, for each internship position, the firm 
or institution which employs a student intern must sign an ad-hoc agreement with the 
University where the student is registered. The Career Service is available to prepare 
such agreements for its students.

Work permit
To undertake an internship abroad you will require a work permit. To obtain your 
permit, contact the firm that has recruited you for the internship or the 
Embassy/Consulate of your ‘host country’.

https://www.desk.usi.ch/en/internship-job-offers
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Scholarships for internships abroad 

• Swiss European Mobility Programme (SEMP) 
Scholarships
Scholarship funded by the Swiss Confederation to 
promote students mobility for placement purpose in the 
European Union. 

• International Placement Scholarships
Scholarships funded by the Career Service to promote 
students mobility for placement purpose outside 
Europe. 

https://www.usi.ch/en/career-grants
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Internship Scholarships at USI (2002-2019):

• 656 scholarships

• 2’054’696 CHF Total Amount Granted

Borse N. CHF

Erasmus/SEMP 635 2’020’582

International Placement 21 34’114

TOTAL 656 2’054’696 CHF
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Main features… 

SEMP Scholarships International Placement 
Scholarships

Who USI Students USI Master Students
What Full-time Internship

Duration Min. 2 months, max 12 months Min. 2 months, max 6 months

Where In a EU country
(participating in the Erasmus + 

Program)

In a non EU country 
(outside Switzerland)

! Country of internship # country of residence 

Application Before graduation and before the internship’s start
Internship Must be carried out within 12 months from graduation

Funding period a.y. 2019/2020: 1st June 2019 – 30th September 2020

Monthly grants CHF 440
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Examples… 

SEMP Scholarships International Placement
Scholarships

Carlotta Jarach

USI Degree: Master in 
Communication, 
Management and Health
Role: Digital Innovation
Intern
Employer: Bayer
Country: Leverkusen,
Deutschland

Flavia Affolter

USI Degree: Master in
International Tourism
Role: Manager 
Assistant
Employer: The Boutique 
Hotel Matlai
Where: Zanzibar,
Tanzania

Di Giovanni Chiesa Manuele

USI Degree: Master in 
Banking and Finance
Role: Intern Depositary
Bank
Employer: Brown Brothers
Harriman
Country: Luxembourg

Florin Hinterberger

USI Degree: Master in
International Tourism
Role: Senior Executive 
Assistant
Employer: Tachang Travel 
Agency Company
Where: Taipei City, Taiwan



32

Application procedure

Fill out the Internship registration form online: 
https://www.desk.usi.ch/en/registration-and-validation-curricular-internship

If eligible, the Career Service will contact you and send
you the required documents

https://www.desk.usi.ch/en/registration-and-validation-curricular-internship
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For further information…

Career Service

Silvia Invrea – Director
Simona Bolis – Chief Coordinator 
Annelore Denti – Program Manager
Alissa Castelli – Students Coordinator (in charge of the Scholarships)
Stefania Corti – Alumni Coordinator

Office 303
Monday – Friday 9 AM– 6 PM

e-mail telephone

careerservice@usi.ch +41 (0)58 666 46 06 
alissa.castelli@usi.ch

Website

www.careerservice.usi.ch

http://www.careerservice.usi.ch/
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Questions?
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